The 

Director' s 


David  Thomason  Alexander 


Years  ago,  in  the  1 950s  I re- 
call , a famous  cartoonist  did  a 
sketch  of  a robotic,  bleary- eyed 
January  office  entitled  "The 
Holiftaze  Unger  On."  So  it  feels  to 
the  NLO  after  the  annuel  American 
Numismatic  Association  conven- 
tion. Seems  each  year  it  takes  even 
longer  to  return  to  the  pre-con- 
vention routine. 

Our  Milwaukee  experiences 
were  uniformly  upbeat,  and  we  are 
now  processing  a record  number  of 
new  membership  applicants  that 
span  the  globe  from  America's 
Midwest  to  Turkey,  Colorado 
Springs  to  Australia. 

We  are  running  elsewhere  in 
this  edition  a full  listing  of  the 

1 986  contest  winners.  It's  a vali- 
dation of  the  contest,  I believe, 
that  expressions  of  interest  are 
already  being  received  about  the 

1 987  events! 

Input  from  the  "new"  NLO 
Newsletter  h8s  been  good.  It  seems 
to  be  generally  understood  that 
NLO  is  in  another  distinct  growth 
phase  and  that  all  facets  of  the  or- 
ganization are  advancing  together. 

One  interesting  comment  that 
came  to  me  the  other  day  raised  a 
fascinating  point:  "I  liked  it  better 
when  it  was  difficult  to  get  Into  the 
Guild,"  a long-time  member  com- 
plained. "Now  we  take  anybody ." 

Not  true,  although  re-reading 
the  first  two  years  of  the  NLO 
Newsletter  and  review  of  the  first 
constitution  and  bylaws  will  show 
that  it  was  a goal  of  the  early  Guild 
to  exclude  many. 


Stringent  exclusionary  rules 
even  included  a written  limit  on 
the  number  of  applicants  each 
established  member  mitfit  sponsor 
in  a given  year  This  approach  has 
indeed  been  abandoned  for  several 
years  now 

However,  not  all  applicants  are 
automatically  brought  into  mem- 
bership in  1 986.  A number  each 
year  have  been  politely  turned 
away,  and  to  obviate  possible 
bruised  feelings,  each  request  for 
an  application  form  today  receives 
a very  explicit  letter  pointing  out 
that  the  "NLG  is  not  like  other 
numismatic  organizations... " 

Many  would-be  applicants  read 
this  form  letter  and  decide  that 
they  may  not  meet  the  qualifi- 
cations for  NLG  and  abandon  their 
quest  then  and  there  Others  may 
take  the  requirements  to  heart  and 
apply  much  later  with  enhanced 
credentials. 

While  the  number  of  applicants 
has  indeed  increased,  so  has  the 
credential  qualities  overall.  Few 
totally  unqualified  applicants  are 
seen  these  days , and  it  becomes 
more  of  a case  of  weighing  degrees 
of  writing  and  publishing  exper- 
ience 

The  answer  to  our  feisty 
veteran  member , therefore,  is 
yes,  we  do  tske  more  applicants 
than  we  did  in  the  Charter  Mem- 
bership times,  no,  we  still  avoid 
unqualified  applicants  across  the 
board. 
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I conclude  this  issue's  message 
with  one  of  a rather  personal 
nature  As  all  true  numismatists 
vicariously  share  each  other's  joy 
in  acquisition,  I invite  you  all  to 
share  with  me  and  my  wife  the 
following  addition  to  the  family 
collections: 

Christina  Theresa 
Alexander 

is  expected  to  increase  in  value 
over  an  extended  period  ( not 
merely  the  three  to  five  years  of 
ordinary  numismatic  Investment). 
This  unique  specimen  exhibits  an 
unblemished  peachy  luster  on 
matte  surface.  Lines  of  soft  dark 
brown  hair  are  already  fully  en- 
graved and  are  expected  to  remain 
a highpoint  through  long  years  of 
circulation  The  eyes,  a glossy  blue 
at  birth,  are  expected  to  tone 
naturally  to  a dark  claret. 

One  of  the  larger  collectibles, 
she  was  m inted  at  Largo , Fla.,  on 
Sept  9,  1 986,  at  4 53  p.m.  under 
the  intensive  supervision  of  Sun- 
coast  Hospital’s  maternity  staff. 
The  planchet  weighed  4.22  kilo- 
grams and  W8S  56  centimeters 
long  ( 9 pounds,  5 ounces;  23.5 


inches  to  Luddites) 

This  latest  addition  to  the  col- 
lection of  David  and  Pat  Alexander 
of  Miami,  Fla  , will  join  the  1979 
issue,  Christopher  Thaddeus  Alex- 
ander , and  a more  recent  aqui- 
sition . 1972- dated  ChauntelleS. 
Siluk,  aka  Cousin 

Since  Christina  is  newly  mint- 
ed, she  may  not  be  seen  on  the 
show  circuit  in  the  near  future, 
but  friends  may  view  her  while 
visiting  Florida,  by  appointment 
(NOT  kept  in  bank  vaults!). 

For  further  information  please 
contact  the  Alexanders  at  P.0.  Box 
970218,  Miami,  FL  33197- 
0218,  or  by  calling  (305) 

238-  1 65 1 ( but  not  after  9 m. 
please!) 

Thanks  for  sharing  our  joy. 


David  1 hum  ason  Alexander 
Executive  Director  NLG 


Are  you  listed 

In  ANS  Numismatic  literature? 


Codance  Carter , American  Nu- 
mismatic Society  (ANS)  inter- 
national editor , wrote  recently  to 
remind  all  NLG  members  of  their 
opportunity  to  record  their  work 
in  Numismatic  Literature,  the 
red-covered  compendium  issued 
by  this  acropolis  of  numismatics, 
located  in  New  York  City 
Editor  Carter  noted 
"The  Septembver  1 986  issue  of 
Numismatic  L iterature,  a sem  i - 
annual  survey  of  current  inter- 
national publications  in  or  related 
to  numismatics  with  abstracts  of 
their  contents,  Is  now  available  In 
PMt  2 NLG  Newt  fetter 


order  to  broaden  coverage  of  the 
American  numismatic  world, 
Numismatic  L iterature  w i 1 1 con  - 
sider  abstracts  on  substantive 
books  and  articles  submitted  by 
American  authors  to  the  inter- 
national editor  at  the  ANS  ( 1 55 
Street  at  Broadway,  New  York,  NY 
10032) 

"Submissions  are  welcomed  and 
appreciated  The  deadlines  for  the 
abstracts  at  May  1 5 and  Nov  1 5. 
Individual  subscriptions  to  this 
scholarly  journal  at  $ 1 0 per  year 
may  be  obtrained  by  writing  the 
ANS" 
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Publisher  seeks 
numismatic  articles 

Articles  and  artwork  relating  to 
all  aspects  of  numismatics  are 
being  sought  by  the  Joe  Jones 
Agency,  publisher  of  Insight  and 
FUN- Topics 

Insight  is  the  official  publi- 
cation for  the  International 
Numismatic  Society;  FUN- Topics 
is  the  Florida  United  Numis- 
matists' official  publication. 

Accepted  material  will  be  paid  on 

Leavenworth  group 
issues  MPC  card 

A souvenir  card  marking  the 
40th  anniversary  of  the  in- 
troduction of  United  States  Mili- 
tary Payment  Certificates  (Sept. 
16,1 946)  has  been  issued  by  the 
Leavenworth  Numismatic  Club. 

The  card  features  an  actual  MPC, 
which  is  semi- permanently  at- 
tached to  the  cards.  The  cards  are 
offset  printed  and  serially 


a flat  fee  basis  of  $25  per  article 
upon  publication. 

Aticles  should  be  typewritten, 
double- spaced  and  between 
1000-2000  words.  B&W  photos 
or  line  drawings  of  professional 
quality  are  preferred,  color 
accepted.  Enclose  an  SASE  for  re- 
turn of  manuscript,  art  or  tear- 
sheets. 

Interested  parties  should 
contact:  Joe  Jones  Agency,  P.0.  Box 
337,  lola,  Wl  54945. 


numbered. 

Some  of  the  cards  were  postal  ly 
cancelled  at  the  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Kansas,  post  office  on  Sept.  16, 

1 986.  Additional  cards  were  can- 
celled on  Sept.  30, 

A few  cards  with  and  without 
postmark  are  available  on  a first- 
come,  first- served  basis  at  a cost 
of  $5  per  card  from:  Fred  Schwan, 
Box  L,  Fort  Leavenworth,  KS 
66027. 


Since  1964,  COINage  has  been  the 
largest  circulation  magazine 
in  the  numismatic  world. 

A significant  portion  of  our 
popularity  can  be  traced  to  the 
skills  of  our  NLG  contributors. 


Our  sincere  thanks  with  a 
continuing  invitation  to  submit 
articles  and  photos. 


NLC  Newsletter 


faui 


NLG  Literary  Awards  '86 

And  the  winners  are... 

Numismatic  Books 


Aw«r.d 

Book  of  the  Year 

Recipient 

Scott  Travers 

Mltrnrv  work 

Rare  Coin  Investment  Strategy 
Prentice  Hall  Press  Inc. 

Best  Book,  U.S.  Coins 

John  R.  Grellman  & 
Jules  Reiver 

Attribution  Guide  for  United  States 
Large  Cents  1840-57.  Vo!  t. 
Published  by  the  authors. 

Best  Book,  World  Coins 

Krause  -Mi  shl  er  -Bruce 

Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins 
Krause  Publications 

Best  Book,  U.S.  Paper  Money 

Matt  Rothert  Sr. 

Arkansas  Obsolete  Notes  and  Scrip 
Society  of  Paper  Money  Collectors 

Best  Book.  World  Paper  Money 

Albert  Pick 

Standard  Catalog  of  World  Paper 
Money.  5th  rev.  ed. 

Krause  Publications 

Best  Books,  Tokens  & Medals 

Russ  Rulau 

U.S.  Merchants  Tokens  1840-60 
2nd  rev.  ed. 

Krause  Publications 

Best  Investment  Book 

Scott  Travers 

Rare  Coin  Investment  Strategy 
Prentice  Hall  Press  Inc. 

Awards  af  Extraordinary  Merit:  For  exceptional  service  to  the  entire  world  of  numsimatics 

Richard  S.  Yeoman  and  Kenneth  Bressett,  A Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins. 

dOth  rev.  ed.,  1967. 

Chester  Krause  and  Clifford  Mi  shier.  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins. 

2-  Voi  DeL  uxe  L ibrary  Edition,  1967. 

Special  Commendations  far  Numismatic  Organization  Publications 

John  R.  McCloskey,  editor,  6obrecht  Journal  Collective  Vol  II,  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club 
Saul  B.  Needleman.  editor.  Perspectives  in  Numismatics.  Studies  Presented  to  the  Chicago  Coin  Club 
on  its  800th  meeting 


Numismatic  Magazines 

AwtrA 

Racial  ant 

Uigr  gey  Work 

Best  Article  or  Series.  Coins 

Paul  Green 

"The  First  Gold  Rush" 
Coins  May  1986. 

Best  Article,  Tokens  8 Medals 

James  0.  Sweeny 

"Medals  of  the  Great  Wheels" 
Coins.  October  1985. 

Best  Article.  Paper  Money 

6ene  Hessler 

"An  American  Original" 
COiNage,  Nov.  '85-May  “86 

Best  Column 

Mike  Fuljenz 

"Market  Forum" 
The  Manismatist 

Best  Issue 

COiNage 

April  1986 

Pmo  4 NLG  Nows  letter 


Numismatic  Newspapers 


Award 

Best  Spot  News/ 
Continuing  Story 

Recipient 

Burnette  Anderson 

Literary  Work 

"U  S.  Note  Production  by  BEP" 
Manismatic  News.  1985-86 

Best  Article  or  Series,  Coins 

Richard  G.  Doty 

"Matthew  Boulton  Revolutionizes 
Coinage" 

Com  World.  May  28.  1986 

Best  Story  or  Series, 
Medals  & Tokens 

Diana  Birch 

"Selling  Stanley  by  the  Pound" 
World  Coin  News.  March  11,  1986 

Best  Story,  Paper  Money 

Paul  Green 

"Proofs  Tell  Progress  of 
Bank  Note  Firm" 

Bank  Note  Reporter,  Oct.  1985 

Best  Column 

John  Hickman 

"National  Currency" 

Bank  Note  Reporter,  1 985-86 

Best  Issue 

Coin  World 

"Faces  of  Liberty" 
March  16,  1986 

Maurice  M.  Gould  Awards 

Award  Recipient 

Best  Coin  Column  Elmer  Curran 

(papers  more  than  100,000) 

Literary  Work 

Asbury  Park  Press 
Asbury  Park,  NJ 

Best  Coin  Column 
(papers  less  than  100,000) 

Brenda  Dillon 

Leesburg  Commerce 
Leesburg,  FL 

Best  Syndicated  Column 

Ed  Rochette 

Los  Angeles  Times  Syndicate 
Los  Angeles,  CA 

Club  Publications 
Attird 

100  or  more  members 

Recipient 

SPMC  Journal 

litTirv  Work 

Society  of  Paper  Money  Collectors 

100  or  less  members 

Dr.  Walter  Ostromecki  Jr. 

West  Valley  Coin  Club 
Los  Angeles,  CA 

Auction  Catalogs 

Award 

Best  Auction  Catalog 

Recipient 

Mid-American  Rare  Coin 
Auctions,  Inc. 

Literary  Wark 

1986  Georgia  Numismatic 
Association  Sale  Catalog 

Commercial  Publications 
Awerd  Rtcipisni 

Price  Lists.  Brochures.  Etc.  Bowers  & Merena  Galleries 

Wolfeboro,  NH 

Ultriry  work 

Rare  Coin  Review 

Lee  Martin  Founder's  Award 
for  Best  Investment  Newsletter 

Joseph  C.  Battaglia 
Encino.  CA 

Coin  Street  Journal 

Continued  on  Page  6 
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Best  AH  Around  Portfolio 

Paul  Green 
Ridgeway,  Wl 


Audio  Visual 

AwtrJ  Recipient 

Television  Donn  Pearlman 


Liigriry  MKt 

Chicago  International  Coin  Fair 
WBBM  TV.  Chicago  (CBS  afTil.) 


Video 


Educational  Video  Inc.  "Coins:  Genuine,  Counterfeit  and 

Altered" 

Sponsored  by  the  ANA 


Special  Personal  Recognition 

The  thanks  of  the  NLG  to  David  L.  Ganz,  Esq.,  "The  Incorporator"  of  NLG,  1986. 

Clemy  Award  Winner 

Ed  Reiter,  senior  editor,  CCHNage 


THE  SOURCE  FOR 
AUCTION  QUALITY 


Public  auctions  give  buyer  and  seller  their  best  opportunity 
in  the  sale  of  coins.  If  you  are  thinking  seriously  of  selling 
your  collection,  consider  NUMISMATIC  AUCTIONS  OF 
FLORIDA  and  our  five  point  program: 


NUMISMATIC 

AUCTIONS 

OF  FLORIDA 


BAKERY  CENTRE 

5745  SUNSET  DRIVE 

SOUTH  MIAMI,  FLORIDA  33143 


• Limited  number  of  lots,  emphasis  on  high  quality. 
•Professional  cataloging,  accurate  grading,  full 

color  illustrations  throughout 

• Concentrated  mailing  list  of  active  bidders 

• Short  consignment  deadlines,  efficient  and 

courteous  handling  of  your  coins 
•Competitive  commissions  and  advances 

Showcase  your  coins  with  the  finest!  Call  our 
auction  director,  DAVID  T.  ALEXANDER  today  at 
305/373-3001. 


305  373-3001 

Em! 


DIVISION  OF  NUMISMATIC  INVESTMENTS  OF  FLORIDA,  INC 
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New  applicants 

Barlok,  Cem.  Cadicilar 
Caddesf,  Sarntcll  Han. 

74-75-76  34450  Beyazit, 
Istanbul,  Turkey.  Sponsor: 
Courtney  L.  Coffing. 

Applicant  is  a regular  con- 
tributor on  Ottoman  and  modern 
Turkish  Republic  coins  and  bank 
notes  to  the  Standard  Catalog  of 
World  Coins  and  the  Standard 
Catalog  of  World  Paper  Money, 
Krause  Publications,  tola,  Wis. , 
and  is  a regular  coin  columnist  for 
the  Istanbul  newspaper,  Posts. 

Member:  International  Bank 
Note  Society,  Turkish  Numismatic 
Society,  Chinese  Bsnk  Note  Col- 
lectors Society.  His  specialty  Is  all 
Turkish  issues  in  metal  or  paper, 
plus  world  bank  notes  in  general. 

An  Instanbul  University  grad- 
uate in  chemistry,  he  is  presently 
an  export  director  for  a private 
firm  in  the  city. 

Becker,  J.  Richard.  51 
Concord  Rd. , Acton  Centre,  MA 
0 1 720.  Sponsor:  John  J.  Ryer. 

Applicant  cites  publication  in 
Canadian  Numismatic  Research 
Society  Transactions  (quarterly), 
Canadian  Numismatic  Association 
Journal  ( monthly),  Canadian 
Paper  Money  Journal  ( quar  - 
terly),  and  Atlantic  Provinces 
Numismatic  Association  Bulletin 
(monthly). 

Life  member  end  pest  president 
of  CNRS,  life  member  end  current 
president  CPUS,  life  member  CNA 
and  APNA,  member  Currency  Club 
of  New  England,  Maine  Numismatic 
Association.  Author  of  book  The 
Decimal  Coinage  of  the  Maritime 
Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  New 
Brunswick  and  Price  Edward 
Island,  Beecon  Publishing,  Acton, 
Mass. , hardback , 1975. 

Lead  supervisor  for  Data 
Processing,  Sentry  Insurance, 
Concord,  Mass. 


Corsa,  William  L.  Specialty 
Book  Marketing,  2 1 0 F ifth  Ave. , 
New  York,  NY  10010.  Sponsor: 
Scott  A.  Travers. 

An  active  publisher  of  numis- 
matic books,  applicant  was  in 
charge  of  compilation  and  success- 
ful publication  of  such  volumes  as 
the  Anthony  Swiatek/Walter  Breen 
Breen  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Commemorative  Coins,  the 
Donald  H.  Kagin  US.  Private  Cold 
Coinage,  as  well  as  Scott  T ravers' 
Coin  Collectors  Survival  Manual , 
Rare  Coin  Investment  Strategy. 
Corsa  was  active  co-host  of  the 
first  Guild  event  outside  an  ANA 
convention,  the  1 985  Greater  New 
York  convention  authors'  sympo- 
sium. Member:  ANA. 

Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Specialty  Book  Marketing,  he  is 
also  special  agent  to  Prentice  Hall 
Press/Simon  & Schuster  Pub- 
lishers. 

Greenspan,  Michael  M.  P.0. 

Box  690041 , San  Antonio,  TX 
78269-0041.  Sposnor:  Russ 
Rulau. 

Applicant  cites  articles  pub- 
lished in  Texas  Numismatic  As- 
sociation News,  The  Gateway,  San 
Antonio  club  publication.  Member: 
ANA,  TNA,EAC,  TAMS,  Civil  War 
Token  Society,  IK0-TAMS,  Florida 
Token  Society,  New  Jersey  Exo- 
numla  Society,  AT CO.  Specialties 
Include  Hard  T Imes  tokens,  Civil 
War  tokens,  all  druggist  and  soda 
tokens. 

Presently  director , Corporate 
Administrations,  Intelogic  Trace 
Inc. 

Gregory,  Barbara  Jeon.  452 

W.  Sen  Rafael,  Colorado  Springs, 
CO  80905.  Sponsor:  Donn  Peerl- 
men. 

Cites  publication  In  The  Numis- 
matist, Bulletin  da  la  Club  Fran- 
cois da  la  Medai  He,  Random  House 
Unabridged  Dictionary  ( numis- 
matics section).  Member:  ANA. 
Presently  production  editor  for 
The  Numismatist,  applicant's 
French  Medal  Club  article  detailed 


the  history  of  the  ANA  through  its 
convention  badges  and  its  medals. 

Halperin,  James  L.  31  1 
Market  St.,  Dallas,  TX  75202. 
Sponsor:  Dennis  Loring. 

Applicant  Is  a columnist  for  Coir, 
World,  author  of  the  newly 
released  NCI  Grading  Guide,  Ivy 
Press,  1 986.  Member:  ANA,  CSNS, 
FUN,  NENA,  other  regional  organ- 
izations. 

Applicant  is  co-chairman  of  the 
Board,  Heritage  Capital  Corpor- 
ation, Dallas 

Ivy,  Steve.  3 1 1 Market  St. , 
Dallas,  TX  75202.  Sponsor: 

Dennis  Loring. 

Applicant  is  a regular  columnist 
for  Coin  World,  co-author  with 
Ron  Howard  of  What  Every  Silver 
Dollar  Buyer  Should  Know,  Ivy 
Press,  1 984.  Member:  ANA,  CSNS, 
ICTA. 

Applicant  is  co-chairman  of  the 
Board,  Heritage  Capital  Corpor- 
ation, Dallas. 

Lacewell,  Robert  Morris. 

741  OWestvIlle,  San  Antonio,  TX 
78227.  Sponsor:  Keith  Zaner 

Applicant  cites  publication  in 
Coin  World,  TNANews  Member: 
ANA.TNA. 

Applicant  is  an  English  major  at 
the  University  of  Texas,  San  An- 
tonio. 

L11I,  George  III.  P O Box  69, 

Morton  Grove,  IL  60053.  Sponsor: 
Donn  Pearlmann. 

Applicant  cites  significant  con- 
tribution, "Coudillism  os  Demon- 
strated by  Bolvian  Propaganda 
Coinage"  for  Perspectives  in 
Numismatics,  Studies  Presented  to 
the  Chicago  Coin  Club  on  its  800th 
meeting,  frequent  input  in  World 
Coin  News,  lola,  Wis.  Member: 
ANA, ANS.CCC.CONECA, CSNS, 

INS,  IPMS,  MGCC,  Nl , SIN,  SNB, 
TAMS 

First  applicant  to  cite  New 
England  Journal  of  Numismatics 
among  periodicals  to  which  he 
subscribes... 

Continued  on  Pape  d 
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Pearlman's  People 


by  Donn  Pearlman 

Hello  again!  The  Summer  of  '86 
has  been  as  hot  as  Joan  Collins' 
mattress.  So,  to  help  you  let  off 
some  steam , here  are  the  latest 
adventures  of  "Pearlman's 
People." 

T okyo , Japan  - - Suspected  car 
thief  Hideharu  Tsujimoto  ap- 
parently made  two  mistakes  when 
he  allegedly  stole  a $90,000  Mer- 
cedes automobile.  According  to 
Tokyo  police,  the  suspect  forgot  to 
check  how  much  gasoline  was  in 
the  car  and  failed  to  learn  how  to 
operate  the  seat  belts. 

Police  found  Tsujimoto  in  the 
stalled,  out-of-fuel  car  as  he  un- 
successfully battled  to  free  him- 
self from  the  seat  belt. 

Wellington,  N.Z.- -Acting  on 
a tip  from  a retired  police  ser- 
geant Police  Minister  Ann  Hercus 


odered  an  investigation  into  the 
reported  MISS- use  of  the  coun- 
try's central  records  computer 
system.  Hercus  confided  that  some 
New  Zealand  policemen  were  using 
the  computers  to  learn  the  ident- 
ities of  attractive  female  motorists 
they  noticed  driving  past  their 
squad  cars. 

London,  England- -Usually 
law  enforcement  agencies  use 
fingerprints  to  make  a match,  but 
in  March,  a magistrate  used 
another  part  of  the  human  anatomy 
to  get  to  the  bottom  of  a case 

Police  had  charged  Gary  Edgley 
with  riding  a motorcycle  without  a 
license,  but  his  girlfriend,  Linda 
Bond,  told  the  court  she  was  the 
one  riding  the  cycle. 

Village  Constable  Neil  Freeman 
objected:  "I  knew  the  woman  was 
riding  behind  the  man  because  the 
bottom  sticking  out  the  back  of  the 
motorcycle  was  quite  distinctive. " 


C ■ ' ■ , j ! r rn  • Hg- 

Mu^sell,  John  William 

T ukci i ruuiisfufiy  Liu. , crossways 
Rd.,  Greyshot,  Windhead,  Surrey 
GU26  6HF , United  Kingdom.  Spon- 
sor: Courtney  L.  Coffing. 

Applicant  is  editor  and  publisher 
of  Coin  and  Medal  News,  The 
Searcher,  both  widely  read 
English  periodicals.  Member  ANA. 

Subscribes  to  "nearly  all '"other 
available  publications. 

Roberts,  M.R.  7 Hunter 
Arcade,  Sydney,  NSW,  Australia 
2000.  Sponsor:  Donn  Pearlman. 

Contributor  to:  Numismatic 
News,  World  Coin  News,  Standard 
Catalog  of  World  Coins,  Austr/aian 
Coin  Review 

Applicant  is  also  active  as  lead- 
ing Australian  professional  nu- 
mismatist. Might  be  in  a position 
to  advance  NLG  goals  "Down 
Under  ” 
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Sweeny,  Jomes  Oliver.  P.0. 

Box  1177,  Highlands,  NC  28741. 
Sponsor:  David  E.  Schenkman. 

Applicant  h8S  been  published  in 
The  Numismatist  (July  '84), 
TAMS  Journal  (Dec.  ’84),  Coins 
(Oct.  '85).  Author  of  book,  A Nu- 
mismatic History  of  the  Birming- 
ham Mint.  Sweeny  won  "Best 
Magazine  Story,  Medals"  in  the 
1 986  NLG  contest  for  his  Coins 
story  "Medals  of  the  Great 
Wheels ."  Member:  ANA,  TAMS, 
North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina 
Numismatic  Association,  Nl. 
Specialty:  Numismatics  of  1900, 
including  Second  Anglo- Boer  War, 
Boxer  Rebellion,  and  others. 

Retired.  Willing  to  accept 
assignments  of  committee  work  for 
NLG. 


The  magistrate  asked  both 
Edgley  and  Bond,  who  were 
identically  dressed  in  jeans,  to 
turn  around  the  perch  atop  two 
chairs.  Then,  after  careful  ex- 
amination, he  ruled  that  the  police 
had  been  wrong. 

Skowhegan,  Me.- -Eleven- 
year  old  Kim  Dillingham  had  a 
rather  unusual  response  to  a 
school  project.  She  and  her  class- 
mates celebrated  the  "National 
Smokeout  Day"  by  releasing 
helium-filled  balloons  with  anti- 
smoking  messages  attached  to 
them.  The  message  also  contained 
the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
students  who  launched  the 
balloons. 

Ann  Tesselaar  of  Prince  Edward 
Island,  Canada,  found  Kim's  anti- 
smoking  project  in  her  field  and 
wrote  a rather  unpleasant  re- 
sponse to  her. 

Tesselaar  and  her  husband  are 
tobacco  farmers. 

Sacraments,  Calif.- -The 
California  Highway  Department 
Maintenance  Division  reports  it 
costs  the  taxpayers  a record  $ 1 0 
million  to  pick  up  trash  along  the 
state’s  highways  last  year.  Divi- 
sion Manager  Jack  Cropper  says  it 
was  not  just  empty  cans  and  old 
newspapers  his  crews  discovered. 

Included  in  the  discarded  items 
picked  up  along  California's  high- 
ways were  various  packages  of 
illegal  drugs,  false  teeth,  a life- 
sized  paper  mache  rhinoceros,  the 
head  of  a wild  boar , a human  fing- 
er , and,  according  to  Cropper , "an 
endless  variety  of  rubber  versions 
of  human  organs." 


Sydney . Aust.  - - Passengers 
on  an  evening  rush-hour  com- 
muter train  were  delayed  when  a 
conductor  found  a naked  couple  in 


his  comportment.  The  conductor 
reportedly  pulled  the  emergency 
cord  to  halt  the  train , and  then  told 
the  couple  they  had  three  minutes 
to  get  dressed  and  get  off  the  train 
at  the  next  station. 

The  conductor  told  police  the 
man  promptly  got  dressed,  then 
punched  him  three  times. 

This  concludes  yet  another 
editions  of  "Peerlmans  People." 

A few  personal  notes.  As  you 
may  know , I was  selected  as  one  of 
the  20  M i^est  regional  semi- 
finalists  for  the  NASA  "Journal- 
ist-in- Space"  program.  However, 

1 did  not  make  the  next  cut.  My 
wife,  Fran,  wss  thrilled.  (Re- 
member , she's  the  one  who  had 
warned  me  it  “will  be  difficult  to 
get  on  the  shuttle  with  two  broken 
legs ... ").  Because  of  the  space 
program  dela/s,  the  entire  Jour- 
nalist-in-Space  project  has  been 
placed  on  indefinite  hold. 


WANTED  BUYING  WANTED 

We  are  especially  anxious  to  purchase  the  following  UNITED  STATES 
NOTES  for  the  personal  collection  of  AUBREY  AND  ADEEINE  BEBEE. 
The  acquisition  of  any  of  these  scarce  notes  will  bring  our  outstanding 
paper  money  collection  nearer  tn  completion.  We  would  be  grateful  for  any 
notes  that  you  could  send  us  in  the  grades  specified.  Please  send  notes,  indi 
eating  the  prices  desired  or  for  our  Top  Cash  offer.  A quick,  pleasant  deal  is 
always  assured  you  at  BEBEE’S 


GOLD  CERTIFICATES  AUTO  UNO. 
1882  $50  Large  Red  Seal.  FR  1191 
1882  $100  Large  Red  Seal.  FR.1204 
1882  $100  Brown  Seal.  FR.1203 
1882  $100  Lg  Brown  Seal.  FR.1205 

NATIONAL  GOLD  BANK  NOTE 

1870/75  $10  FR.  1 143/1151 
ExFine  to  UNC.  Prefer  at  least  AU 

COMPOUND  INTEREST  NOTE 

1864  $100  FR.193.  ExFine  to  UNC. 


1882  $5.00  NATIONAL  BROWN-BACK 
NOTES 

BEBEE'S  is  paying  $600  to  as  high  as  $2 ,000 
depending  on  Rarity  and  Grade  for  the 
following  1882  $5  Brown  Back  Nationals 

ALABAMA  ARIZONA  ARKANSAS 
CALIFORNIA  COLORADO  FLORIDA 
IDAHO  MARYLAND  MISSISSIPPI 
MONTANA  NEVADA  NEW  MEXICO 
NORTH  DAKOTA  RHODE  ISLAND 
SOUTH  DAKOTA  WYOMING 


TERRITORIAL  NATIONAL 
BROWN-BACK  NOTES 

1882  $5  ARIZONA  IDAHO  WYOMING. 

AU  to  UNC.  (Second  Choices:  Other 
Denom.,  Grades). 


SILVER  CERTIFICATES 

1880  $1,000  FR  346B/D  AU  to  UNC 
1891  $1,000  FR  3461  VF  to  UNC 


crcc. 


"Pronto  Service" 

P.0.  Box  4289  Omaha.  NE  68104 


Whom  do  you  trust 


With  trust,  you  can  proceed  with  confidence  in  every 
move  you  make. 

In  the  coin  hobby,  “trust”  is  synonymous  with 
NUMISMATIC  NEWS  advertisers.  They  pass  a strict 
screening  policy  before  they  utilize  our  pages.  And,  to 
further  protect  the  interests  of  our  valued  subscribers, 
we  spend  thousands  annually  in  a “blind  testing” 
program,  and  recognize  the  integrity  of  our  advertisers 
with  the  valued  Krause  Publications’  Customer  Service 
Award. 

In  a hobby  built  on  trust,  that’s  good  news  for  our 
readers  — because  it  takes  the  worry  out  of  mail  order 
transactions.  And  good  news  for  our  advertisers,  too  — 
because  their  advertising  builds  them  a lifelong 
clientele. 


numismatic  V16WS 

«Ml,  Cc*<*^Gurii  COH  MABKfT  ® 


Home  Of  Superior  Hobby  Periodicals  and  Books 


krausc 
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A review: 

The  Assay  Medals  and 

The  Assay  Commissions  1984-1977 

Falling  short  of  the  mark  in  reliable  numismatic  information 

by  David  Thomason  Alexander 


The  Assay  Medals  and  The  Assay 
Commisions  1841-1977,  Francis 
Pessolano-Filos,  332 pp..  hardback, 
///us..  Fros  Publishing  Co..  Hew  York. 
1983. 

With  only  300  copies  printed 
and  offered  at  $55  each,  this 
volume  and  its  companion  effort  of 
Washington  medals  (reviewed  in 
the  July-August  1986  NLG 
Newsletter,  Page  10)  might  be 
more  accurately  described  as 
"privately  published  by  the 
author."  Neither  volume  is  de- 
signed for  mass  distribution , al- 
though the  crying  need  for  really 
good  medal  books  remaines  un- 
answered in  1 986. 

As  a long-time  collector  of  8rt 
and  historical  medals  since  1981, 
the  reviewer  feels  strongly  that 
medals  in  general  remain  the  great 
unexplored  hinterland  of  numis- 
matics. 

Some  7 1 years  ago,  feisty  New 
York  numismatist  Thomas  L.  Elder 
decried  the  fixation  of  trivia  of  the 
U.S.  coin  series  in  an  eloquent 
"Plea  for  American  Token  Col- 
lecting," pointing  out  in  his  char- 
acteristically direct  manner  that 
"numismatics"  was  now  only  a 
matter  of  deep  study  of  die  cracks. 

One  cannot  but  wonder  what 
Elder , diplomat  that  he  was,  would 
have  said  about  1 1 grades  of  Un- 
circulated Morgan  dollars! 

Be  that  as  it  may,  his  call  for 
increased  emphasis  on  American 
Hard  T imes  tokens,  merchants' 
store  cards,  medals  of  Henry  Clay, 
Franklin,  Lincoln  and  Washington 
went  unheeded,  and  here  we  are  in 
the  waning  years  of  the  century 


with  this  magnificent  field  still 
largely  as  it  was  in  Elder's  day. 

It  is  this  underlying  reality 
that  makes  The  Assay  Medals  and 
The  Aassay  Commissions  1841- 
1977 such  a disappointment.  The 
Assay  Commission  was  indeed  a 
wonderful  adjunct  of  our  coinage 
when  coins  were  made  of  precious 
metal , and  the  commissions 
stretch  back  nearly  to  the 
foundation  of  our  national  Mint. 

It  is  at  this  early  date  that 
Pessolano-Filos  and  established 
numismatic  research  begin  to 
diverge.  From  this  point  on,  the 
discrepancies  and  inconsistencies 
that  mar  this  book  become  more 
and  more  apparent. 

Noted  medal  lie  history  scholar 
Robert  W.  Julian,  whose  Medals ot 
the  United  States  Mint,  the  First 
Century  1792- 1892  is  the  great 
shining  beacon  of  true  research 
published  in  this  field  in  decades, 
states  "Although  the  regular  coin- 
age of  silver  began  in  1 794  and 
gold  in  1795,  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Assay  Commission  was  not  held 
until  March  1797." 

Pessolano-  Filos  announces  that 
the  first  meeting  "took  place  on  the 
last  Monday  of  July  1 793  at  the 
New  Mint  in  Philadelphia.”  Since 
neither  silver  nor  gold  coinage  was 
then  underway,  one  cannot  imagine 
how  such  a meeting  could  in  any 
real  sense  be  considered  the  first 
in  the  long  series  that  ended  with 
President  Jimmy  Carter's  1977 
fit  of  peanut- pique. 

In  the  introduction  we  find  the 
first  of  the  interesting  Latin  motto 
translations  with  which  the  book 


abounds.  "To  the  commissioner 
receiving  this  medal,  it  is  a ne 
(non) plus  ultra  ( 'nothing  fur- 
ther wanted')."  This  ancient  motto 
of  the  Spanish  kings  is  generally 
translated  "Nothing  Beyond,"  as  in 
Nothing  Beyond  the  Pillars  of 
Hercules  before  the  voyages  of 
Christopher  Columbus. 

Great  effort  was  expended,  ac- 
cording to  the  author,  "to  arrive  at 
the  correct  number  of  dies  used  in 
striking  the  medals,  searching  for 
the  names  of  the  designers  and 
engravers." 

While  the  first  part  of  this 
assignment  may  hsve  been  met, 
since  statements  like  "Dies 
prepared:  2"  appear  throughout, 
the  more  Immediately  useful 
identification  of  engravers  gets  off 
to  a lame  start  with  the  very  first 
medal , bearing  the  character- 
istically cumbersome  number 
FMA-900.  (Where  the  first  899 
items  may  be  is  left  to  the  imagin- 
ation.) 

Designer  and  engraver  for  the 
1 860  medal  obverse,  we  are  in- 
formed, is  Anthony  C.  Paquet.  This 
is  indeed  odd,  since  Julian  and  Dr. 
A.  Hewitt  Judd  ( United  States 
Pattern,  Experimental  and  Trial 
Pieces,  sixth  edition  with 
emendations  by  A.  Kosoff  and 
Walter  Breen)  agree  that  both  the 
head  of  Liberty  and  wreath  are  the 
work  of  James  B.  Longacre. 

Longacre  created  the  head  for 
the  1 859  silver  pattern  half 
dollars,  his  design  carefully 
balanced  by  a wreath  of  cereals  to 
combat  the  "ghosting"  caused  by 
metal  flow  to  fill  the  higher  relief 
of  the  reverse  eagle  then  standard 
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in  the  silver  denominations.  This 
wreath  eventually  saw  use  on  the 
last  Liberty  Seated  dimes  and  on 
the  Barber  dime. 

The  Paquet-Longecre  attri- 
bution is  given  for  both  the  1 860 
and  1 86 1 medals,  but  the  iden- 
tical 1 867  issue  is  suddenly  de- 
scribed "Designer  end  engraver 
for  the  obverse  and  reverse:  James 
B.  Longacre.” 

Maintaing  any  consistent  ac- 
curacy in  obverse  and  reverse  at- 
tribution continues  to  be  a prob- 
lem , and  any  reader  actually  in- 
terested should  consult  Julian  or 
Fred  L.  Reed  Ill’s  listing  in  the 
Coin  World Alamanac  for  more 
orderly  treatment  of  this  aspect. 

Minor  irritants  include  novel 
interpretation  of  such  classical 
symbolism  ss  the  oak  wreaths, 
here  said  to  represent  longevity 
and  eternal  peace.  Most  heraldic 
and  numismatic  authors  point  to 
civil  virtue  and  wisdom  as  charac- 
teristics rewarded  by  the  oak 
wreath. 

Knowledgeable  medallic  cata- 
loged will  also  be  irritated  by  the 
use  of  "Proof"  for  1 9th  century 
copper -bronzed  medals.  This  is  a 
coin  terminology,  where  both 
Proof  and  Uncirculated  pieces 
exist.  There  are  no  Proof  and  non- 
Proof  examples  of  the  mirror- 
field  mahogany  or  chocolate  bronze 
U.S.  Mint  medals  of  the  1 9th  cen- 
tury. To  call  all  of  them  "Proof"  is 
to  seriously  misuse  a meaningful 
term. 

These  early  bronze  pieces  were 
struck  In  virtually  pure  copper, 
treated  with  bronzing  powder  and 
baked  to  create  their  delightful 
deep  mirror  finish.  Near  the  turn 
of  the  century,  an  actual  bronze 
alloy  of  copper,  tin  and  zinc  came 
into  use,  as  did  the  ugly  and  quick- 
ly decayed  sandblast  finish  which 
disfigures  today’s  Mint  medals, 
persistently  called  “yellow 
bronze"  or  even  more  inexplicably 
"matte  Proof”  by  Pessolano-Filos. 


The  reverse  of  the  1 873  Assay 
medal  is  said  to  be  a mourning 
design  for  Adam  Eckfeldt  ( 1 769- 
1 852).  The  catafalque  on  the 
reverse  of  this  medal  is  indeed 
labelled  ECKFELDT , but  intended 
for  this  honor  wss  Assayer  Jacob 
Eckfeldt , who  died  Aug.  9,  1872. 

The  obverse- reverse  problem 
is  seen  on  the  1 880  medal , with 
its  bearded  head  of  President 
Rutherford  B.  Hayes.  This  portrait 
by  George  T.  Morgan  graces  the 
Presidential  medal  of  this  Admin- 
istration, while  the  kneeling 
lamp- lighter  reverse  is  by 
Charles  E.  Barber. 

Pessolano-Filos  reverses  this 
attribution  once  again , and  trans- 
lates EFFICACI  DO  MANUS 
SCIENT1AE  as  "Efficiency  and 
Knowledge  is  our  Work."  Ignoring 
the  singular  verb  IS  with  its  dual 
subject,  the  proper  translation 
would  surely  by  "I  give  my  hands 
to  useful  knowledge." 

Similarly,  the  1881  motto  NE 


QUID  DETRIMENTI  RESPUBLICA 
CAPIAT  is  not  “No  One  in  the  State 
Should  Receive  Any  Hard,”  but  ’’Let 
Not  the  State  be  Harmed."  Again, 
LIBRA  PROBAT  OPUS  is  not  really 
"The  Balances  hsve  been  Tested" 
but  the  more  rational  "By  the 
Scales  is  the  Work  Tested." 

Finally,  JUSTITIAE  LAMPAS 
MONETAE  ALLUCET  is  surely  "The 
Torch  of  Justice  enlightens  the 
Coinage"  rather  than  the  bizarre 
"Torch  is  Protector  of  our  Coin- 
age" favored  by  Pessolano-Filos 

Later  identifications  of  en- 
gravers and  designers  contain 
additional  food  for  thought.  The 
1937  Thomas  Jefferson  bust, 
"Designer  and  engraver:  John  Ray 
Slnnock"  is  in  fact  by  Sinnock 
after  Robert  Scot's  Indian  Peace 
Medal  of  1 80 1 , as  is  the  identical 
1961  obverse. 

The  magnificent  Lincoln  head  on 
the  1 943  Assay  Commission  Medal 
is  a wartime  emergency  quick  - 
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cobbled  filler,  adapting  the  George 
T.  Morgen  Presidential  Series 
Medal  to  Assay  use.  Attributing 
this  old  reliable  to  Sinnock  is 
simply  incorrect,  both  in  art  and 
numismatics. 

More  peculiar  yet  is  the  reap- 
pearance of  the  same  Lincoln  in 
1 959 , now  unaccountably  attri- 
buted to  Salathiel  Ellis.  This  is  a 
name  from  the  distant  past  indeed. 
Ellis  was  creator  of  the  heavily 
clothed  bust  for  Lincoln's  Indian 
Peace  Medal  in  1 862,  sold  widely 
to  the  collecting  public  as  the  only 
useable  Lincoln  portrait  at  the 
time  of  his  assassination.  In  no 
way  did  it  resemble  the  Morgan 
head. 

Similarly,  the  David  Ritten- 
house  bust  of  the  1 944  Assay 
Commission  cannot  accurately  be 


granted  to  Sinnock , as  it  was  the 
1 874  work  of  William  Barber  for 
the  Medal  Series  of  the  U S.  Mint 
and  is  still  sold  in  the  Mint  Dir- 
ector Series  today 

A final  gaffe  is  the  "Ye  Olde 
Mint"  reverse  of  1 952  by  Gilroy 
Roberts,  with  its  charming  facade 
of  the  first  Philadelphia  Mint, 
complete  with  worker  and  Nero  the 
watchdog.  This  same  vignette  on 
the  1 977  oval  medal  is  now  the 
work  of  Frank  Gasparro. 

A substantial  area  of  the  book  is 
devoted  to  a seemingly  endless 
listing  of  Assay  Commission  mem- 
bers of  the  past.  Here  just  a tad  of 
editorial  control  might  have 
yielded  real  dividends  in  spelling 
of  proper  names,  notably  those  of 
numismatist- members  of  the  past 
decades. 


Past  ANA  President  Loyd  Gettys 
is  "Lloyd,”  for  example,  while  the 
late  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  is 

"Norwebb."  Richard  "Yoeman," 
Miriam  "Gillmore,"  and  Emil 
"Voight"  might  have  been  avoided 
with  a modicum  of  attentive  C8re. 

On  the  whole,  The  Assay  Medals 
and  The  Assay  Commissions  1841- 
1977  falls  short  of  the  mark  if 
the  reader  or  researcher  is  seek- 
ing a source  of  unquestionably 
reliable  numismatic  information. 

Providing  just  such  infor- 
mation , it  seems  to  this  reviewer , 
is  the  only  valid  reason  for  pub- 
lishing such  a book  in  the  first 
instance.  It  would  be  difficult, 
therefore,  to  recommend  such  a 
book  to  a Young  Numismatist,  or  to 
an  older  collector  seeking  solid 
information  in  this  vital  area  of 
the  medal  field. 


Both  would  benefit. 

For  an  example,  I would  donate 
my  article  on  American  Express 
travelers  checks  to  the  ( let's  call 
it)  NLG  Writers’  Co-op.  An  organ- 
ization, let’s  say  the  Check  Collec- 
tors Round  Table,  would  acquire 
reprint  rights  to  that  manuscript 
for  a token  amount  of  $ 1 0.  That 
$ 1 0 is  paid  to  the  co-  op , which 
then  takes  $4  as  a middleman  fee 
(for  maintenance  of  the  co-op, 
postage,  handling,  etc.),  and  I get 
$6  for  an  article  that  would  have 
never  accrued  that  sort  of  coin 
sitting  in  my  four-drawer  file. 

Fees  for  articles  can  vary,  but 
would  remain  modest.  Every 
writer  I know  of  in  this  field  has  a 
batch  of  manuscripts  that  could 
find  better  use  than  being  space 
wasters  in  file  cabinets.  Even  the 
smallest  organization  I know  of 
would  find  $ 1 0 in  one  of  their 
member’s  pockets  for  quality 
articles  in  their  journal. 

I'd  like  to  hear  from  writers, 
editors  and  publishers  alike  on 
this  cooperative  idea.  Send  your 
letters  to:  Trey  Foerster,  Rt.  2 
Box  1 , lola,  Wl  54945. 


It's  time  to  resurrect  those  dead  articles 
and  breath  some  new  life  into  the  hobby 


Numismatic  publications  other 
than  the  major  commercial 
periodicals  are  in  desparate  need 
of  articles.  One  news  story  In  this 
issue  concerns  FUN  paying  $25 
per  article.  I can't  help  but  think 
that  if  more  organizational 
journals  could  pay  token  sums, 
authors  would  be  more  willing  to 
produce  pieces  for  these  organs. 

The 

Keyboard 

by  Trey  Foerster 
Editor,  NLG  Newsletter 

Unfortunately,  most  club  jour- 
nals don't  have  a bank  account 
which  allows  them  to  compete  with 
commercial  periodicals.  There- 
fore, the  few  club  members  who 
will  write  as  a volunteer  ( read: 
"no  pay  basis")  churn  out  the  copy 
for  those  who  can't  or  won't.  Those 
who  can  write  continue  until 
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they're  burned  out.  These  authors 
are  not  being  replaced.  Fewer 
authors  are  being  introduced  into 
the  hobby  and  still  fewer  culti- 
vated from  within  the  hobby. 

Simply  put,  there's  a real  de- 
mand within  the  hobby  for  capable 
writers.  That  demand  has  outpaced 
the  supply  of  talent.  But  unlike  the 
real  world,  the  value  placed  upon 
this  pool  of  talent  is  far  less  than 
it  should  be. 

There's  a vast  library  of  infor- 
mation on  numismatics,  most  of 
which  will  never  ever  be  used 
again  In  any  sort  of  journal.  Most 
of  this  information  will  be  lost  for 
future  generations  of  hobbyists 
unless  steps  are  taken  by  authors 
and  organizations  alike  to  utilize 
this  untapped  resource. 

What  I would  propose  is  a co- 
operative where  authors  and  nu- 
mismatic organizations  would 
participate  as  partners  Authors 
would  supply  their  archived  one- 
shot  manuscripts,  organizations 
would  provide  a paying  market. 


